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Presentation Jean Paul Fièque
Présentation  Jean Paul Fièque

The autor

• Meterologist at Meteo France.
• Instructor : ulm, plane and glider

• First animator on « Alerte_grands_vols », 
a free alerting system for best days of 
flights

• Involved in a lot of activities: 
- mto for microlights, gliding, ulm, plane,…
- teaching mto by conferences, training 

camps, …

…like on this picture:



1 – The air mass
1 - Les masses d’air

• Physicals
• Representations
• Sonding
• Evolutions



2 – How to interpret meteorological maps
2- Comment interpréter les cartes météorologiques

• Analyse: map on surface
• Analyse: map on altitude



3 – Interpretation of the view by sattelite
3 – Interprétation des images satellitales et radar

• Views from satellites: 
IR and visible

• Views from radar



4 – Best meteorological situations 
4 – Situations météorologiques favorables

• Thermik in flat land

• Thermiks in mountain, by 
wind of SO, N-NO.

• Waves, by wind of N-NE, O, 
S-SO.



5 – Stories of long flights on french country 
5 – Récit de grands vols sur le territoire français

• Ultralights: 
thermals in flat lands and 

mountain

• Gliders: 
thermals both flat lands and 

mountain (Alps, Pyrénées)
waves



Conclusion from the autor
Conclusion de l’auteur

• 1978  Beginning of the collect of reports of flights
• 1981 Mto for vv information & collect of report of flights from 250 to 

500 km.
• 1990-95 Mailling to get long flights reports everywhere in France. 

Studies of these informations and checks with met situations in 3 
cases: flat land, mountain and waves.  A polycop is publish.

• 2002: the alerting system Alerte_grands_vols is created on internet. 
Since about 2/3 alertes are confirmed by succesfull flights.

• Conclusion:
• Best situations depend on a big general courant 
• Possible to predict 2 or 3 days before.
• Book = synthesis of observations and research to give to the pilot the 

ability :
• To know how …to analyse, understand-interpret, the meteo of the 

day and to anticipate
the best day of flight.

• For that, a guide was necessary, this book.


