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TROCCINOX DATA PROTOCOL

(TROCCINOX Proposal No.: EVK2-2001-00087)

The project TROCCINOX (Tropical Convection, Cirrus, and Nitrogen Oxides Experiment) will investigate the impact of tropical deep convection on the distribution and the sources of trace gases, cloud and aerosol particles focusing on processes in the upper troposphere and lower stratosphere.

TROCCINOX is a project under the Fifth framework programme of the European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities (1998 - 2002), within the RTD Programme ”Energy, environment, and sustainable development”, Key Action: 2 (Global Change, Climate and Biodiversity), Contract no. EVK2-CT-2001-00122. Its duration is from June 2002 until May 2005. Scientific Coordinator of TROCCINOX is Prof. Dr. Ulrich Schumann, Email: ulrich.schumann@dlr.de.

Parts of the TROCCINOX project are supported by National Agencies, by the CEC within the project APE-Infra, and by the European Space Agency with additional activities for ENVISAT validation. This data protocol is set up in accordance with the TROCCINOX Description of Work (DoW), revised version of 2002/11/14, as available from http://www.pa.op.dlr.de/troccinox/ .

Access to TROCCINOX data is normally restricted to the TROCCINOX partners (see list in the DOW).  External researchers will be allowed access to the database after consent of the TROCCINOX partners, and after signing of the data protocol. The partners agree that data will be made available under this protocol for TROCCIBRAS, APE-INFRA and ESA for Envisat validation.    

The aims of the protocol are: 

(a) to ensure free and fair use of project data 
(b) to encourage rapid dissemination of the scientific results from TROCCINOX; 

(c) to uphold the rights of the individual scientists, 

(d) to ensure the visibility and integrity of the project,

(e) to have all involved researchers treated equitably, 

(f) to encourage an orderly and timely analysis and publication of data, and

(g) to produce a central repository of data to be released to the public domain.

A. MEASUREMENTS

i) Participants are obliged to provide data in standard formats (NASA-Ames and CDF), as far as reasonable
ii) Preliminary data must be made available to other TROCCINOX scientists as soon as possible for planning of the future phases of the project and

a) scientific evaluation.

iii) The data set should contain qualifiers of the status of analysis (preliminary, final, revised as of ..). Any corrections/amendments to the preliminary data should be announced as soon as possible.

iv) It is the Principal Investigator’s responsibility to ensure that the data used in publications are the best available at that time.

B. MODEL STUDIES

i) Results of model studies using data acquired during TROCCINOX must be made available to other TROCCINOX scientists as soon as possible.

ii) Corrections/amendments to the preliminary results will be announced as soon as possible.

iii) It is the Principal Investigator’s responsibility to ensure that model results used in publications are the best available at that time.

C. GENERAL

i) The TROCCINOX science team are the scientists of the TROCCINOX partners and further scientists accepted by the TROCCINOX partners. A registry of the TROCCINOX science team will be kept on the DLR TROCCINOX web site. Each registry has to sign  the TROCCINOX data protocol.

ii) All scientists involved in TROCCINOX have equal and complete access to measurements and model results produced during TROCCINOX. Data cannot be provided to persons outside of the TROCCINOX science teams without the expressed approval of that data set's PI and the Project Coordinator. Public access to the data will be given one year after the end of the project from the project homepage and by lodging the data on a European database as agreed in the DOW (such as NADIR, or on national databases such as the British Atmospheric Data Centre, the Italian Antarctic database, etc.) The data sets are and remain password protected. The password information will be made available on the condition that the user signs this data protocol and takes into account the rights of the TROCCINOX team.

D. Publications

i) If measurements/model results from other research groups within TROCCINOX are used in a publication, joint authorship must be offered.

ii) Each Principal Investigator has the right to refuse to allow his/her work, whether measurement or calculation, to be used in another publication prior to his/her publication of that work. 

iii) Publications relating to the project shall be approved by all partners before release. The manuscript of any publication (including journal papers and extended abstracts for conferences) has to be sent 4 weeks before submission to the TROCCINOX project coordinator for information of the whole team asking for comments. The principal authors have to take serious comments into account before submission of the publication. The project coordinators should be kept informed on the fate of the publication.   

iv) Publication of results in the scientific literature is encouraged at any time during TROCCINOX, as long as conditions i), ii), and iii) are met. 

E. Database

v) The rapid exchange of data assists in-field collaborations, identifies instrument problems via intercomparisons, and helps flight planning by identifying new and interesting geophysical problems. Data acquired during the field deployments will be electronically exchanged after each flight and will constitute a preliminary archive. 
a. All measurement latitudes, longitudes, and pressures or altitudes will be submitted to the archive within 24 hours. Aircraft data will be submitted within 48hours of landing. 
b. Ground based measurements will be submitted within 7 days. 
c. Some exceptions for unique operation will granted on a case-by-case basis by the project management groups. 
d. Non-electronic exchange will also be dealt with on a case-by-case basis subject to the approval of the project management groups.
vi) All data files should be in the NASA Ames format or in netCDF. 
F. Settlement of disputes

vii) Any disputes about the use of other groups’ data, particularly with respect to publications, will be resolved by a committee of scientists from the TROCCINOX science team. 

The undersigned agrees to the conditions of this data protocol.

Signature:



Date:



Name:



Position (PI, Post-doc, student,…):


Institutional Address :



E-mail:



Please return to:

Prof. Dr. Ulrich Schumann

Institut für Physik der Atmosphäre (IPA)
DLR Oberpfaffenhofen

Postfach 1116

D-82230 Weßling

Germany

FAX: +49 8153 28-1841
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